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You will not be charged for any  study procedures.
Participate in a study!
If you and your family are interested in participating, contact us! 
We will ask you some brief screening questions (such as your child’s age and whether they have been diagnosed with a neurodevelopmental disorder). 
Based on your answers, we will either provide you with information about studies you are eligible for or refer you to other ways to participate in research at Western.    
For more information please contact:
Dr. Emma Duerden
brainlab@uwo.ca
519-661-2111 x 88694










Questions for researchers:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Researchers:

Principle Investigator: 
Emma G. Duerden, PhD
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The Developing Brain Lab (DBL)    is a research program at
Western University that uses advanced brain imaging and behavioural assessments to learn about child health.













Neuroimaging biomarkers for prenatal detection of preterm birth
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About the Developing Brain Lab:Current Studies
· We are currently recruiting for upcoming studies!
· We do studies with children with and without neurodevelopmental disorders 
· If you are pregnant or have an infant or child, you or your children may be eligible to participate
· Information about how to get involved can be found on the back of this brochure
· Participate for a chance to learn more about brain research and child health!


 




Learn more online: 
Website: www.developingbrain.ca
Twitter: @developingbrai1
Facebook: Developing Brain Lab




The Developing Brain Lab (DBL) is a research program at Western University that uses advanced brain imaging and behavioural assessments to learn about child health. DBL is run by Dr. Emma Duerden, an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education. Our research focuses on the impact of early adversity on cognitive ability in infants and school-aged children with autism spectrum disorder or who are born very preterm. The goal of our research program is to identify risk factors for early adversity as well as factors that promote resilience to early life stress, healthy brain development and academic achievement in children.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods
Our lab has many studies that use different methods to study the brain. Two of our most common methods are fMRI and fNIRs. 
fMRI
· Functional Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) uses magnets to measure blood flow changes in your brain
· Participants lie on a bed while the machine takes pictures of their brain. You may be watching a video or playing a game, or you may simply be asked to rest during this time. 
· MRI poses no risk when appropriate safety guidelines are followed. There is no harmful radiation with MRI.
fNIRs
· Functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS) uses light to measure blood flow changes in your brain
· A soft cloth cap is put on the user’s head. Small lights and light detectors are attached to the cap.
· With the cap on, participants may play a game or watch a movie, or may simply relax for a few minutes. 
· fNIRs is a safe and established technology. No radiation is used. 
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Child doing a computer task while being scanned with fNIRs
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